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2017 marks 25 years since Lohmann layers were introduced to the UK and the Republic of
Ireland. The first flocks were introduced in 1992 by importing day-olds from the breeding
company Lohmann Tierzucht, based in Cuxhaven, northern Germany.

Successful early flocks led to parent stock being placed in the UK with the plan to produce day-
olds from the Fernhill Heath hatchery on the outskirts of Worcester. Fernhill Heath had originally
been a broiler hatchery opened in 1952 – so was known as the Coronation Hatchery. The
internal structure was completely refurbished, new machinery installed and the first Lohmann
chicks were hatched in March 1993.

At that time Lohmann birds were marketed in the UK by Ross Poultry Ltd as one of its range of
activities but as sales grew a new company was formed in 2001, Lohmann GB Ltd, to market and
support Lohmann breeds full time. By 2004, sales of Lohmann day-olds had outgrown the
capacity of the Coronation hatchery and the decision was taken to move to a custom hatching
arrangement in the Millennium hatchery, nearby at Redditch, which was and still is the most
modern layer hatchery in the UK.

60 years of breeding brown layers means that Lohmann Tierzucht has a wide range of breeds to
suit any demands of the market. Lohmann Brown Classic has always been the predominant
Lohmann breed in the UK but over the 25 years Lohmann Tradition – used for its very high egg
size, was in the UK for 3 years and Lohmann Silver – with small egg size but higher feed intake,
also came and went.

For the last 10 years the Lohmann Brown Classic has been paired with the Lohmann Brown Lite
– the breed giving smaller egg size and higher egg numbers, and the two breeds have proved
winners in the market. Day-old sales increased from 6m per year in 2006 to 12m per year in
2010. Another landmark was passed in 2012, chalking up total day-old sales of 100m chicks
since the formation of Lohmann GB in 2001. Current sales are now 16m per year with total sales
having passed 176m
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Managing Director of Lohmann GB, David Scott said “I moved from Scotland to Worcester in
1992 to work on the refurb of the Fernhill Hatchery and organise the breeding farms so I’ve
seen the whole development from the start. The growth to where we are today has been a
massive effort by a lot of people. We start with excellent genetics but through our production
team, contract farmers, Technical Managers and administration, everyone can take credit for
their part in the huge success of the Lohmann Brown. I’m also hugely grateful to all our
customers who have supported us and grown with us over the years”

In the future there will be many challenges for breed companies – beak trimming, male-day
olds and nutrition of these increasingly productive layers are just a few. Through their
investment in research, use of genomics and extensive use of field testing to 80+ weeks,
Lohmann feel they are best placed of any breeding company to meet the challenges which
lie ahead and the next 25 years of Lohmann breeds in the UK and Republic of Ireland.

The breed’s success in the UK and ROI has been built on strong genetics and high levels of
technical support in the field. In 2016 Technical Manager Dave Welch retired after 49 years in
the poultry industry and Lohmann GB restructured its technical team with Kenny Shaw, with 30
years experience himself in the layer market, taking on the role of Technical Director and Stuart
Swaby and Adrian Marshall joining to add to the team of Hazel Russell, Jamie McIntosh and
Richard Jones. “Technical support is a really important part of our service to the market”
commented Kenny Shaw. “The genetics of the breed moves on, productivity improves and we
need to be on farm to advise on getting the best from our layers. Also there have been many
new producers who have come into the industry over the last 10 years and they need a little bit
of extra help in the first few flocks”

Breeding company Lohmann Tierzucht have led the field in developing shell strength and
Lohmann remains the bird with the strongest shell quality in the market. Information from pure
line testing indicates this trend of increasing shell strength will continue which means Lohmann
birds are ideally suited for longer laying cycles of 80-85 weeks in today’s market.

Lohmann Tierzucht are hugely
committed to the UK with a
significant part of the 3m Euro per
year that they spend of research
and development being in
partnership with UK institutions. In
addition they are making a further
investment in the UK by building a
new pure line farm in Perthshire,
Scotland which is planned to be in
production by the end of 2017.
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