
A Guide to using the "Model Chicken" spreadsheet

First of all, we must make it clear that the figures obtained from using this
spreadsheet are intended purely as a guide and are not a guarantee of performance.

As with Stocks and Shares , the figures can be better or worse.

Good husbandry and attention to details of management are all important in order to
achieve the best results.

We also cannot guarantee that by using this spreadsheet you will not blow up your
computer, your Grandmothers teeth will not fall out , or that your budgie will not burst into
flames!

What we can state, is that using the spreadsheet is not "Rocket Science". It is simple
to use and easy to understand.

We have tried to keep the features used to the bare minimum in order that it can be
used in as many spreadsheet programmes as possible.

Those we have tested are:-

� Microsoft Excel (95/97/2000)
�  Corel Quattro Pro
�  Sun StarOffice
�  Gnome Gnumeric

One point to mention is that, if you happen to be using Microsoft Internet Explorer to
download the spreadsheets and you have Microsoft Excel installed on your computer, you
may see the spreadsheet details open inside the browser window itself. Most other
combinations of browser and spreadsheet software will prompt you on the usual download
details (more later).

So, the usual disclaimers and preamble out of the way, let’s look at actually using the
software.



As stated earlier, you may have the combination of software that opens the
spreadsheet in the browser window for you.

If this is not the case then pressing on the button stating you want to download will
pop up a message much like that below:-

We suggest that you choose the option marked "Save this file to disk" as you can then
use the spreadsheet from your own computer rather than having to download it each time.

It doesn’t matter where you save it as long as you remember where you put it !



Once you have downloaded the software and loaded it into your spreadsheet
programme you will see the opening screen :-

We are using Microsoft Excel in these examples as this may be the most likely
spreadsheet programme that you will have on your machine.

Whilst this is the "opening page", it may be in fact be the only page that you need to
look at.

The box on the left of the screen is where you type your figures in and the one on the
right is where the relevant results are displayed.

The third box underneath contains modifying figures for amounts of 2nds in the egg
output.



Let’s take a look at the figures you need to input:-

Bird
Numbers

This should be self-explanatory

Average
Feed
Price

This is the average cost of the feed over the
life of the flock in £ pounds Stirling.
It is possible to use a more accurate model
than this if desired.This will be explained
later.

Egg Prices The current prices for each of the egg
grades shown. Entered as £ pounds Stirling

2nds Price The current price of second quality eggs,
again in £ pounds Stirling.



As you enter the figures into the boxes on the left you will see the results figures on
the right changing as you type :-

As stated on the screen , the figures in the boxes assume that all eggs are "Grade A".

Because this is unlikely to be the case in all circumstances, there is a list of
adjustments to the egg income and overall margin dependent upon the price and the number
of second quality eggs.

This is shown in the box below the two main boxes:-



The results on this opening page are calculated from those on two additional pages in
the spreadsheet.

The method of calculation is the same for both the Lohmann Brown and the Lohmann
Tradition, only the standards figures are different in each case.

Calculations are extremely simple and basically fall into two categories:-

Egg Income and Feed Costs.

Because the calculations can be divided so clearly we decided to show both these sets
of figures on a separate calculation page.

Each page shows the results at every week of the flocks life.

The standards figures that are used are the same figures that we use and rely upon and
are not "tweaked" for marketing advantage. If they look good to you they look good to us.

You can reach these calculation pages by clicking on the "tabs" at the bottom of the
spreadsheet page:-

The two calculations pages are shown on the next page. Resolution is poor due to the
size of the printed page but you can see the details present on each page better using the
actual programme itself.





We mentioned earlier that it was possible to fine-tune the rather simplistic idea of an
average feed price over the life of the flock.

This is simplicity itself due to the uncomplicated nature of the spreadsheet model.

What needs to be changed is the cost of feed during
each week of the flock.

This can be done by clicking on the "Feed Costs" tab.

You will see two columns of the spreadsheet marked
"feed type" and "feed cost p/tonne"

These columns list the ration and cost per tonne of feed
for each week of the flock.

Simply overtype these figures with your own for the
respective ration types and costs during the weeks that
you wish to change.

Remember that if you are intending to save the results
of any changes you make during using these
spreadsheets, use a different file name from the original
or you will lose the initial details !

We hope you can see that these spreadsheets are very easy to use but may be useful
tools in helping you understand the performance of the birds in "Model" circumstances.

If you find that you are unable to use these features due to lack of compatible
software then please contact us and we would be happy to provide you with either printed or
electronic models base on the figures that you give us.
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